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BXP is pleased to join SparkYouth in celebrating 
Champion for Youth Award honorees Je� Fastov 
and BXP’s Hilary Spann for their leadership and 

commitment to service and the community.

We are proud to support SparkYouth’s vision to 
expand opportunities and support the youth of 

New York City.

P L AC E S  P O W E R I N G  P R O G R E S S

bxp.com
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FOR OVER 25 YEARS,
SparkYouth NYC has played an integral role in the growth of more than  

75 of our city’s most innovative youth-development organizations,  
creating an exponential impact on the lives of over 300,000 NYC youth.

Our 9th Cohort of nonprofits represents the best of the best in youth-
centered organizations, who are utilizing the power of sports, STEM,  

the arts, urban farming, leadership, civic engagement, and community  
to stoke the brilliance of the young people who will be our future leaders.

SparkYouth invests in organizations at a pivotal moment in their 
trajectory, utilizing a unique model that helps nonprofits build  

their infrastructure, increase sustainability, and expand to reach  
more of our city’s young people.
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Tonight, you will hear from some of our extraordinary Young Leaders, 
whose stories and accomplishments are sure to inspire. But like Bryce 

Knight-Hall of Bronx Lacrosse so wisely said, “I should not be the 
exception to the norm.”

When you invest in SparkYouth, your gifts of time, talent, and dollars  
help ensure every young person in our city has access to programs  

that empower, challenge, delight, and support them.

Please contact us at info@sparkyouthnyc.org to learn more  
about our unique model or to arrange site visits to our  

remarkable grantee programs.
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STEVE KOHN

Board President

DEAR FRIENDS,

We are so thrilled to welcome you to SparkYouth’s 2022 Awards Benefit and I’m 
delighted to introduce you to our new Executive Director, Suzy Myers Jackson.

Suzy has been a part of the SparkYouth community for over a decade,  
first as a SparkYouth grantee and then as a Board Member, and we’re honored 
 to have her bring to SparkYouth 20+ years of first-hand experience as a leader 
of a youth-centered nonprofit. 

SparkYouth ignites opportunity for NYC youth by investing in innovative nonprofits 
that are poised for significant growth. Our unique model provides multi-year, 
unrestricted financial support alongside key professional and technical assistance 
to help organizations invest in strategic planning, impact evaluation, and leadership 
development… all things successful CEOs know are critical to growth, but that 
nonprofit leaders are rarely given the resources to make possible.

Tonight, your support will make an impact at a critical moment for our organizations 
and young people, guaranteeing more of our city’s youth have the opportunity to 
discover and nurture their spark.

As our brilliant Board Member, Greta Guggenheim, said, “There is no better way to 
support our city than to support our youth. And there is no better way to support  
our youth than by giving to SparkYouth.”

Thank you to tonight’s Honorees and Co-Chairs for their extraordinary efforts to 
provide more opportunities to NYC’s young people. And thanks to you for being 
a part of this important organization with us. 

Please introduce yourself tonight to Suzy and the SparkYouth team, our exceptional 
young people, and the visionary leaders of our member programs. We promise you 
won’t regret it.

Sincerely,
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AMERICA ON TECH
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER: JESSICA SANTANA &  

PRESIDENT: EVIN FLOYD ROBINSON
YOUNG LEADER 2022: MELISSA-RAY BAILEY GAYLE

Over the next decade over one million technology jobs will go unfilled,  
yet fewer than 10% of NYC schools offer computer science education.  

America on Tech works to create pathways towards degrees and careers in 
technology for underserved students in New York City by providing after-school 

computer science classes taught by software engineers who volunteer from 
major tech firms.  Students who excel are eligible for paid summer internships at 

companies that include: AOL, Deutsche Bank, BNY Mellon, Warby Parker 
and Google.

BRONX LACROSSE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: DAN LEVENTHAL

YOUNG LEADER 2022: BRYCE HALL-KNIGHT
Using lacrosse as a vehicle to build community, improve academic performance, 

and develop social-emotional skills Bronx Lacrosse improves educational 
outcomes and life opportunities for underserved students in the South Bronx. 

Program participants are empowered on the field and in the classroom through 
mentoring, academic support, and behavior monitoring and intervention.

BROOKLYN BOATWORKS
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: MAGGIE MCNICHOLAS

YOUNG LEADER 2022: DOMINIQUE HOLMES
Brooklyn Boatworks provides students in underserved communities with  

access to an inspiring boat-building program that cultivates academic and 
STEM skills, nurtures positive behavior development, and fosters cooperation, 

perseverance, and leadership development during the crucial “make or break” 
middle school years.

CITY GROWERS
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: BECCA DI MEO

YOUNG LEADER 2022: CLARISSE MARIE VICTOIRE TEVES
Harnessing the wonders of nature City Growers increases environmental and 
food literacy, cultivates curiosity, and provides transformative experiences for 

urban youth. City Growers’ hands-on curriculum and rooftop farms foster a love 
of nature, an understanding about where food comes from and why it matters.

PA RT N E R P RO G R A M S 2022-2024
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CITY LIVING
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER: LIZ NORTHCUTT
YOUNG LEADER 2022: TAMAINE HAMILTON

City Living empowers youth aging out of the foster care system to achieve  
their personal goals and transition successfully into adulthood.  They provide 
stability by giving clients urgently needed household goods in order to make 
their first apartment a home. They empower their clients to become stable  
and self-sufficient by making referrals to effective counseling, education, 

and job training programs.

DRAMA CLUB
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER: JOSIE WHITTLESEY

YOUNG LEADER 2022: TIFFANY (TINY) CRUZ
Drama Club cares for youth, especially incarcerated and court involved,  

by creating space for them to thrive, with improv as their guide. Drama Club 
offers theater and mentorship as social-emotional learning tools to improve 

the wellbeing of youth.

FUTURES IGNITE
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER: MOLLY DELANO
YOUNG LEADER 2022: OSMAIRY LEONARDO

Working in New York City’s racially and economically segregated public school  
system Futures Ignite advances a whole-school model of programming, 

counseling, and advocacy to equip BIPOC students to direct their college and 
career futures. They’re committed to supporting all students — regardless of 

academic performance — to rise into their leadership potential.

HARLEM GROWN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: NICOLE ENGEL &  

PRESIDENT: TONY HILLERY
YOUNG LEADER 2022: JOHNNIE BAYLOR

Food justice is about more than just providing and distributing food.  
Harlem Grown provides hands-on education in urban farming,  

sustainability, and nutrition to elementary-aged students  
in Harlem by physically renovating abandoned lots  

and transforming them into urban farms.  
Harlem Grown’s model positively impacts  

the entire community through mentorship, job training,  
and partnerships to create sustainable change. 
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(Continued)

HAROLD HUNTER FOUNDATION
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: JESSICA FORSYTH

YOUNG LEADER 2022: ARIEL PRADO
Utilizing the power of skateboarding as a vehicle to transform lives The Harold 
Hunter Foundation provides underserved youth with valuable life experiences 
that nurture individual creativity, resourcefulness, and the development of life 

skills so they can reach their full potential as skateboarders and as people.

INSPIRING MINDS
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: KATRENA PEROU

YOUNG LEADER 2022: KYLIE RICHARDSON
Inspiring Minds engages, inspires, and empowers youth to reach their full 

potential through culturally-responsive programs and exposure to life-changing 
experiences. Their programs strengthen the connections between the youth, 

their community, and their education, giving them the confi dence and support 
they need to excel in high school and beyond.

SEEDS OF FORTUNE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: NITIYA WALKER
YOUNG LEADER 2022: NATALIE HENRY

Seeds of Fortune seeks to increase fi nancial security for young women of color by 
assisting them in acquiring scholarships and grants, strategic college and career 

resources, and personal fi nancial management techniques. Their 6-year intensive 
curriculum includes the High School Seed Scholars program in partnership with 

Yale Women in Economics, Seed Online College Prep Network, and Seed University 
collegiate program.

STEM FROM DANCE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: YAMILÉE TOUSSAINT BEACH

YOUNG LEADER 2022: ANGELINE BENOIT
STEM From Dance is working to create a future where minority women are 
the next generation of scientists, engineers, and coders. This program hooks 

middle school girls with an exciting dance program, then provides equal time 
to learning code to program the sets, light-up costumes, and design other 
production features. STEM From Dance is making sure that young women 

discover the awesomeness of STEM careers.

PA RT N E R P RO G R A M S 2022-2024
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TECH KIDS UNLIMITED
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: BETH ROSENBERG

YOUNG LEADER 2022: AARON JEAN FRANCOIS
Tech Kids Unlimited empowers neurodiverse students through computer 

science and technology skills. TKU inspires young people with disabilities to 
create, develop, and share the tools of technology in a supportive and nurturing 

environment. By addressing gaps in accessible technology education, TKU 
strives to change the paradigm of education and employment for 

neurodiverse students.

UPTOWN STORIES
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: KATE REUTHER
YOUNG LEADER 2022: DAVID NUNEZ

Inspiring kids to discover and develop their inner voices in a diverse, 
challenging, and supportive community of writers, Uptown Stories o� ers 
small-group writing workshops led by master teachers and professional 

authors for children ages eight to eighteen.

YVOTE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: SANDA BALABAN

YOUNG LEADER 2022: KENISHA MAHAJAN
YVote is creating a cross-partisan civic engagement movement through which 

young people channel their passions and beliefs into positive civic action, 
at and beyond the ballot box. Working with racially, economically, and politically 

diverse youth across New York City, YVote participants identify and unpack 
issues they’re passionate about – such as a� ordable housing/gentrifi cation, 

school desegregation, and mass incarceration – examining connections 
between these issues and the question of “why vote?”.
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Jeff is responsible for establishing, overseeing and implementing 
Square Mile’s strategic direction with respect to all credit initiatives. 

Prior to joining Square Mile in 2013, Jeff served as co-head of  
Credit Suisse’s Real Estate Finance and Securitization group.  

Prior to Credit Suisse, Jeff founded Oasis Real Estate Partners, 
a capital markets advisor to foreign and domestic financial 

institutions, private equity funds and other significant 
 real estate credit market participants. 

From 1992 to 2009, Jeff was with Goldman Sachs, where he 
ultimately served as co-head of its commercial real estate  

lending business. Jeff started his career at Moody’s Investors Service 
where he established and led the Commercial Real Estate Ratings 
group from 1983 to 1992. Jeff received his B.A. from the University 

of Rochester and his M.B.A. from Columbia Business School.  
Jeff is proud to partner with SparkYouth NYC, supporting their critical 
mission of igniting growth and opportunity in the lives of NYC youth.

CHAMPION FOR YOUTH 

HONOREE

JEFFREY F. FASTOV
SENIOR MANAGING DIRECTOR -  

CREDIT STRATEGIES

SQUARE MILE CAPITAL
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HILARY SPANN 
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT -  
NEW YORK REGION

BXP

Hilary Spann serves as BXP’s Executive Vice President, 
 New York Region. Ms. Spann brings to the Company more than 20 
years of real estate investment and development experience, most 
recently the Head of Americas for Real Estate at CPP Investments. 

During her tenure at CPP, Ms. Spann was responsible for leading all 
aspects of the Americas real estate business, including investment 
strategy and execution, talent acquisition and management, and 
portfolio management. Prior to joining CPP Investments in 2016, 
Ms. Spann held several executive roles in acquisitions and asset 

management in the Global Real Assets Group at J.P. Morgan Asset 
Management, including as the head of acquisitions for the northeast 

region for real estate. Ms. Spann is a Governing Trustee of the 
Urban Land Institute, as well as a member of its Americas Executive 
Committee and she also serves as a Director of the ULI Foundation. 

Ms. Spann graduated from the Georgia Institute of Technology 
with a BS and a Masters in City Planning, both from the College 
of Architecture. She also studied architecture at L’École Nationale 

Supérieure D’architecture de Paris – La Villette. Hilary is committed 
to expanding opportunity for young people, and she is honored to 

support SparkYouth NYC’s critical work.

CHAMPIO
N FOR YOUTH 

HONOREE
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Baaba Halm is the VP & New York Market Leader for  
Enterprise Community Partners, a national nonprofit on a mission  

to make home and community places of pride, power and belonging, 
 and platforms for resilience and upward mobility for all.

Baaba leads a 50-person cross-functional team delivering program, capital and  
policy solutions to address New York’s most complex housing challenges. Under Baaba’s 

leadership, the New York market is increasing the housing supply, advancing racial equity, and 
building resilience and upward mobility through developing and deploying programs that focus 
on preservation, homelessness, fair housing, justice involved housing, faith-based development, 

economic mobility, leveraging the affordable housing sector to create career pathways, supporting 
BIPOC developers, and much more. Over more than 30 years, Enterprise has invested over  

$3.9 billion to create or preserve over 73,000 homes in New York.

Baaba has two decades of experience in housing, community development, and policy, and a 
deep commitment to racial equity. She most recently served as the executive deputy commissioner 

and chief diversity officer at the NYC Department of Housing Preservation and Development 
(HPD). There, she was second in command to the commissioner, overseeing six divisions; divisions 

included Asset & Property Management and Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion/EEO. During her 
tenure, she crafted the Equitable Ownership Requirement benefiting minority-owned developers 
and the agency’s first in-kind program to foster the participation of minority vendors across the 

entire affordable housing portfolio; led HPD’s assessment of equity and inclusion practices to 
strengthen the recruitment and retention of a diverse workforce; and partnered with Enterprise to 

create the Pathways to Opportunity Program for minority and women-owned business enterprises 
and nonprofits to become marketing agents for affordable housing projects.

Over Baaba’s career, she has been deeply involved with housing policy and developed extensive 
relationships with New York legislators. As assistant commissioner managing the Government 

Relations and Regulatory Compliance department at HPD, she led legislative strategy and 
negotiation, working with federal, state, and local elected officials on policies from mandatory 

inclusionary housing to tenant protections. During her eight years with the New York City Council, 
she served in various legal and leadership roles, with responsibilities ranging from steering 

communications strategy to negotiating and drafting legislation. Baaba also brings rich experience 
from her work in the nonprofit sector at Covenant House New Jersey and Housing Works, where she 
focused on issues such as homelessness and housing discrimination. Baaba received a bachelor’s 

degree from Morgan State University and a law degree from Brooklyn Law School.

BAABA K. HALM
VP & NEW YORK MARKET LEADER  

ENTERPRISE COMMUNITY PARTNERS

COMMUNITY IM
PACT  

HONOREE
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YOUNG LEADERS
2022

What borough do you live in?
I live in the Bronx.

What is your favorite thing about your neighborhood?
I love the way my neighborhood creates a community around Caribbean culture.  

From the variety of restaurants to the small mom and pop shops. There is always a  
sense of deep cultural immersion when I go home every day.

Tell us a little about your background and/or what school you attend.
Hi, I’m Melissa-Ray Bailey Gayle! I’m a recent high school graduate, a nurse’s aide, 

and an actor! I love discussing sexual health in different communities as well as social 
marketing events for different companies! If you want to plan a party I’m your girl!

How long have you participated in America on Tech?
I have participated in America on Tech for about two years now!

What spark has America on Tech ignited in you?
America on Tech has fulfilled every spark I ever wanted in my career. I am not a one-track 
person, I am a multifaceted individual which leads to a lot of confusion when it comes to 
picking a career. However, America on Tech has helped me with developing my passion 

for technology and my passion for communications and marketing to ultimately help 
others in my community.

What future opportunity are you looking forward to?
The opportunity I am most excited for is the continuation of my nurses aide job! I can truly 

see the impact those in the medical field have! As I progress in my career of supporting 
sexual health and technology, this job opportunity allows me to apply my  

past experiences to my future ones!

What are you most proud of?
I am most proud of being able to host, plan and fundraise for my school’s prom event. 
As the prom committee president, I had to work through several challenges like the low 
amount of funds provided by the school to student engagement. I truly enjoyed every 
single moment and wish to plan more events with my position as co-president on the 

alumni council at America on Tech!

Melissa-Ray Bailey Gayle
AMERICA ON TECH 

CELEBRATING 

OUR F IFTEEN
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What borough do you live in? 
I live in The Bronx.

What is your favorite thing about your neighborhood? 
My favorite thing about my neighborhood is the local food.  
Being in the heart of the Bronx means that I am surrounded 

 by different cultures and get to try cuisines from a variety of cultures.

Tell us a little about your background and/or what school you attend. 
I am 17 years old and currently attend the Urban Assembly  

Gateway School for Technology.  

How long have you participated in Bronx Lacrosse? 
I have been a participant of The Bronx Lacrosse program for two years.

What spark has Bronx Lacrosse ignited in you? 
Thanks to Bronx Lacrosse I have not only strived to work harder as a player  
but also as a student. The program has sparked my passion to lead, learn,  

and always improve. 

What future opportunity are you looking forward to? 
I look forward to attending and playing lacrosse at Tufts University. I am excited  

to lend a hand with the younger participants of the Bronx Lacrosse program in the 
classroom and on the field through coaching and offering tutoring and  

homework support. 

What are you most proud of? 
I am proud that my hard work on the field and in the classroom has paid off as  

I will be attending Tufts University, which is my dream school.

Bryce Hall-Knight
BRONX LACROSSE

YOUNG
LEADERS 

2022
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Dominique Holmes 
BROOKLYN BOATWORKS

What borough do you live in? 
I live in Brooklyn. I lived in the Bronx for a while but  

eventually moved back to Brooklyn in the seventh grade.

What is your favorite thing about your neighborhood? 
I like the accessibility - the fact that a lot of things needed to live properly are close by. 

There are buses, stores, and a movie theater I can walk to.

Tell us a little about your background and/or what school you attend. 
I attend Brooklyn Community Arts and Media High School. I’m starting my senior year! 
I love anything involving my creativity - especially the culinary arts. I used to do a lot 
of cooking. I love watching cooking videos instead of regular TV. I love cooking with 

my mom and on my own. I cook things for the family sometimes.  One of my brothers 
makes really good cheesecakes, my other brother is good at mac n cheese, I’m good at 

normal meals and brownies.

How long have you participated in Brooklyn Boatworks? 
I have been involved with Boatworks since 7th grade. After I graduated middle school  

I took a hiatus, but in 10th grade I got involved again. With the Alumni program, we 
went on an overnight trip on a tall ship. It was just cool and interesting to learn a bunch 
of things I never knew about. The visit to the water treatment plant was also interesting.  

I like to learn new things.

What spark has Brooklyn Boatworks ignited in you? 
To build things. I like hands-on things. I’m the one that walks around the house and 

checks if all the screws are working, are tight and whatnot.  I make things for my room. 
With Boatworks, we forged a hook out of metal. I decided to nail it to the wall in my 
room and turn it into a hook. I also took apart a cat tree, kept the parts, and made a 

smaller better cat tree. We have two cats at home.

What future opportunity are you looking forward to? 
Culinary School, upcoming job opportunities – maybe nursing - and scholarships.  

I’m not sure yet, but I would like to start in a small restaurant and then maybe my own 
restaurant. I hope Boatworks might be able to help me find scholarships.  

What are you most proud of?  
My creations and My Family. I like to draw and use 3D software. Seeing peoples’ 

reactions to my creations makes me happy. Seeing my family in a good mood also 
makes me happy.

YOUNG  
LEADERS 

2022
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Tamaine Hamilton
CITY LIVING

What borough do you live in? 
Thank you for asking, I live in Forest Hills Queens New York.

What is your favorite thing about your neighborhood? 
It’s quite interesting that you asked me this question. As of late I’ve been asking myself the same 

question and three major things stood out to me. 
1. Forest Hills Queens is a lot safer than the South Bronx which is where I used to live 

2. Greater access to resources and opportunities 
3. Tons of amazing restaurants and eateries located right in my backyard

Tell us a little about your background and/or what school you attend. 
I plan to continue making a difference by advocating for public policy reform regarding issues 
that impact foster youth and our broader society at large. My interest in political science was 

inspired by this work. I am now attending BMCC in pursuit of a political science degree and will 
one day run for office.

How long have you participated in City Living? 
I have been a part of City Living for close to 5 years.

What borough do you live in?  
I live in Queens.

Tell us a little about your background and/or what school you attend. 
I love cheerleading, gardening, and cooking/baking, and I also volunteer  

and collaborate at a musical. 

How long have you participated in City Growers?  
I have participated in City Growers for 3 years.

What spark has City Growers ignited in you?  
City Growers enabled me to have real-life experience with chickens, gardens, and bees, a 
lot of things not commonly taught in the standardized education system, even though their 

importance is vital in today’s society. 

I loved cooking, I never thought that I, as a kid, could experience and excel at something 
most adults hate, but learning where my produce came from really had an impact on the 

appreciation that I had for cuisine, and that passion is something I maintain to this day.

What future opportunity are you looking forward to?  
When I graduate high school, I would like to major in fashion production and marketing,  

with a focus on sustainable fashion, so we don’t have to endure the repercussions  
of fast fashion in the near future. 

What are you most proud of?  
I’m most proud of my impact on my community.

Clarisse Marie Victoire Teves 
CITY GROWERS

YOUNG  
LEADERS 

2022
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Tiffany (Tiny) Cruz 
DRAMA CLUB

What borough do you live in?  
I am a resident of Jackson Heights, Queens.

What is your favorite thing about your neighborhood? 
My favorite thing about my neighborhood is that there are so  

many different foods from so many different countries.

Tell us a little about your background and/or what school you attend. 
I am from Puerto Rico and Peru, I’m the second oldest of 4 kids. The last school 

I attended before I was arrested in 2015 was Newtown High School.

How long have you participated in Drama Club?  
I was a participant in Drama Club from 2015-2018.   

I have been working for Drama Club since 2018.

What spark has Drama Club ignited in you?  
Honestly, everything that Drama Club did for me as an incarcerated adolescent helped me 
change ME for the better. It was the familiar faces, the check-ins, giving me a space to be 

myself, and really being cared about when no one else cared.  
That was the push I needed that opened my eyes and made me want to do the  

work I do. I will continue to be there for each and every young person I teach  
because I know how much that meant to me. The change always starts  

with you and once you have that down, the rest will flow. 

What future opportunity are you looking forward to?  
In the future I look forward to being able to teach the Drama Club classes  

in Rikers Island and being a youth engagement specialist.

What are you most proud of?  
I’m most proud of myself and how I changed my whole life around. It’s not easy to go from 
being all kinds of bad to being someone who others look up to. I’m proud of how I pushed 

myself to be where I am now - a Teaching Artist for incarcerated youth. If I did it, I know I can 
help the youth I come across. Everyone deserves to be heard no matter their circumstances.

What spark has City Living ignited in you? 
The President and CEO of City Living had a bold vision to assist youth aging out of foster care.  
My motivation for starting a non-profit organization that empowers our most vulnerable has 

been inspired by this act of courage and compassion. With the right guidance, I am hopeful that 
this will soon become a reality.

What future opportunity are you looking forward to? 
Ideally, I would like to gain insight into how to enter politics in order to make a positive 

contribution to society. Moreover, I am excited about the opportunity to work with my mentor to  
build an organization that meets the needs of the most vulnerable in our Society.

What are you most proud of? 
Despite the many challenges I have faced, I am most proud of my ability to persevere  
and make it easier for younger generations. Furthermore, I am most proud of inspiring 

 change in many people, including young adults and government officials.

(Tamaine continued)

YOUNG  
LEADERS 

2022
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What borough do you live in?   
I live in Manhattan. 

What is your favorite thing about your neighborhood?  
My favorite thing about my neighborhood is all of the activities;  

there is always something to do. 

Tell us a little about your background and/or what school you attend.  
I am originally from CA and moved to Harlem, with my mom, from our last home  

in Houston a little over one year ago. I am currently attending P.S. 75. 

How long have you participated in Harlem Grown?  
I have participated in Harlem Grown for over one year. 

What spark has Harlem Grown ignited in you?  
Harlem Grown has inspired me to eat more healthy and give back to my community.

 What future opportunity are you looking forward to?  
I am excited to continue traveling with my family and learning more about other  

places and cultures. 

What are you most proud of?  
I am most proud of my mom. She works hard for us to have a good life.

Osmairy Leonardo
FUTURES IGNITE

Johnnie Baylor
HARLEM GROWN

What borough do you live in? 
I live in Manhattan.

What is your favorite thing about your neighborhood? 
One of my favorite things about my neighborhood is  

the pride of the people who live there.

Tell us a little about your background and/or what school you attend. 
I attend Washington Heights Expeditionary Learning School, which is located 

in Washington Heights, a community in uptown Manhattan with predominantly Latinx  
and Caribbean roots.

How long have you participated in Futures Ignite? 
I’ve been a part of Futures Ignite for four years.

What spark has Futures Ignite ignited in you?
Futures Ignite has ignited the spark of leadership in me by providing me with opportunities 
for internships and programs that help me build the blocks of my future. I’ve also served on 
the Youth Ambassadors Committee, supporting partnership development and the creation 

of the organization’s annual gala. I also serve on the Board’s Program Committee.

What future opportunity are you looking forward to? 
I’m excited to continue my college journey and learn from my community  
along the process. I took two college-level classes at Syracuse University  

through a scholarship program this summer.

YOUNG
LEADERS 

2022
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What borough do you live in?  
I have resided in Yonkers, New York for a large part of my life.  

However, my family and I have always spent the majority of our time  
in the Uptown and Manhattan areas. 

What is your favorite thing about your neighborhood? 
For the last 3 years, the skate park at Van Cortlandt has been without a doubt my 

favorite feature of the neighborhood. It constantly radiates a positive  
and welcoming energy to all who enter and serves as a sanctuary to  

countless skateboarders.

Tell us a little about your background and/or what school you attend. 
I am a mix of Italian, and Puerto Rican. I have recently graduated from Roosevelt High 
School - Early College Studies. I have a passion for skateboarding and teaching and 

am always ready to give a helping hand. 

How long have you participated in Harold Hunter Foundation?  
I have participated in the Harold Hunter Foundation for a year and a half. 

What spark has Harold Hunter Foundation ignited in you?  
The Harold Hunter Foundation has helped me find ways to successfully accomplish 

my goals on and off a skateboard. Such as building my skating skills and connections 
through access to skate parks and events, helped me find many friends to relate to 
and grow with, gifted me with mentors to learn from and converse with, and most 

importantly granted me a way to help others. 

What future opportunity are you looking forward to? 
I am looking forward to future opportunities with HHF, filming and advertising for 

skateboarding brands, and a possible job giving skateboarding lessons 
to the youth.

What are you most proud of?  
I am most proud of my ability to balance out the numerous tasks in my life,  

such as helping out with my brother who is very ill, constantly practicing and leveling up 
my skating, helping out my friends who need somebody 

to talk to, and tons of other day to day tasks.

Ariel Prado
HAROLD HUNTER FOUNDATION

YOUNG  
LEADERS 

2022
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Kylie-Nilah Richardson
INSPIRING MINDS NYC

What borough do you live in?  
Currently have residences in both Brooklyn and Manhattan.

What is your favorite thing about your neighborhood? 
Brooklyn - the diversity and the familiarity of my neighborhood. There are people of all 

races and ethnicities interacting and exchanging energy.  
Manhattan - There is always an activity to do and new foods to try. The bus and train are 

also always close in order to travel.

Tell us a little about your background and/or what school you attend. 
I was born and raised in Bushwick, Brooklyn and then East New York. I graduated 

from School For Classics as valedictorian and I now attend Hunter College through the 
Macaulay Honors scholarship. 

How long have you participated in Inspiring Minds?  
I’ve participated in Inspiring Minds NYC for 2 years now.

What spark has Inspiring Minds ignited in you?  
Inspiring Minds NYC has made me passionate about helping my people, other minorities. 
It has encouraged me to want to help in any way I can and I had decided that way would 

be education and politics. I want to use my current and future knowledge of minority 
history to uplift and educate minority youth to realize that they are better than how they 
are portrayed and told they will be. I also want to use politics and my public speaking to 

be their voice to higher up governmental positions.

What future opportunity are you looking forward to? 
I am looking forward to continuing my work with Inspiring Minds this fall as my position 

expands and I get to reach more of the youth in person. I am also looking forward to 
potentially expanding my own political literacy program as I search for more funding and 

opportunities for it.

What are you most proud of?  
I am most proud of all of the work I’ve done through IM NYC for minority youth. I am 

proud of the public speaking and serious conversations about human rights and 
oppression with the youth and my own loved ones. I am also proud of being able to go to 

college for free as I grow and hopefully find the perfect career for me as college goes.

YOUNG
LEADERS 

2022
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What borough do you live in?  
I live in Brooklyn.

What is your favorite thing about your neighborhood? 
I love that my neighborhood is not just a body of people living together. It’s a community. 
A community of people from very diverse backgrounds with different perspectives. It all 

comes together to be the fun and cultural environment that we all call Brooklyn.

Tell us a little about your background and/or what school you attend. 
I was born and raised in Brooklyn and I’m a senior at the High School of Fashion 

Industries in Chelsea, NY. I hold leadership positions in various organizations that focus 
on youth advocacy for wellness, racial equity, and sexual health. 

How long have you participated in Seeds of Fortune?  
I participated with Seeds of Fortune for two years.

What spark has Seeds of Fortune ignited in you? 
Seeds of Fortune has made me realize that there are many possibilities for getting a 

degree for free. This program also opened my eyes to going to college and leaving with 
more than an education, but with other opportunities such as internship experience, 
work-study, and more. I’m now committed to doing my research and finding what’s  

out there for me.

What future opportunity are you looking forward to?  
I am thrilled to start my college journey. Usually fear and anxiety arise when I think 

about my senior year, but with Seeds of Fortune I feel supported through this process. 
I’ve decided to concentrate in business as I love to create and lead initiatives around my 
community. Majors such as marketing, communications, and management interest me 

the most but I’m open to exploring electives in the arts. 

In the near future, I will be taking college classes at University of Chicago next summer 
under a scholarship program. 

Natalie Henry
SEEDS OF FORTUNE

YOUNG  
LEADERS 

2022
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What borough do you live in?  
I live in Brooklyn.

What is your favorite thing about your neighborhood? 
My favorite thing is that it’s quiet and the people are friendly.

Tell us a little about your background and/or what school you attend 
I attended The SEEALL Academy (PS/IS 180) from 2008 to 2017, Midwood High School from 
2017 to 2021, and I currently attend Brooklyn College with the goal of pursuing a degree in 

education. I’m a green belt in karate, I like computer programming and editing videos, and I 
also love spending time with family and friends.

How long have you participated in Tech Kids Unlimited?  
I have participated in Tech Kids Unlimited from 2019.

What spark has Tech Kids Unlimited ignited in you?  
Tech Kids Unlimited ignited the passion to expand my knowledge about  

computers and technology. 

What future opportunity are you looking forward to?  
I’m looking forward to embarking on my teaching career. 

What are you most proud of?  
I’m very proud of all I’ve accomplished as an autistic person. I’m most proud that I got 

accepted to Brooklyn College in 2021, which was my first choice.

Aaron Jean Francois
TECH KIDS UNLIMITED

What borough do you live in?  
I live in Brooklyn, New York.

What is your favorite thing about your neighborhood? 
One thing I love about my neighborhood is that the people here are very genuine. 

Tell us a little about your background and/or what school you attend. 
I attend Uncommon Preparatory Charter High School. 

How long have you participated in STEM from Dance?  
I have been participating in STEM From Dance for 3 years. 

What spark has STEM from Dance ignited in you?  
STEM from Dance ignited me with confidence in everything I do and want to do in life. 

What future opportunity are you looking forward to? 
I’m looking forward to going to college and advancing my studies. 

What are you most proud of?  
I’m most proud of the opportunity I got through dancing to bless people’s lives. 

Angeline Benoit
STEM FROM DANCE

YOUNG  
LEADERS 

2022



23

What borough do you live in?  
I live in Manhattan.

What is your favorite thing about your neighborhood? 
My favorite thing about my neighborhood is how there is a lot of culture 

in Washington Heights. There are a lot of people here that come from different backgrounds, 
especially from the Dominican Republic. Since my family is from the Dominican Republic, 

my neighborhood gives me the opportunity to experience my family’s background firsthand. 
At Uptown Stories (which is in upper Washington Heights), the majority of the students have 

different backgrounds and cultures. Washington Heights is a neighborhood that receives 
everyone with open arms.

Tell us a little about your background and/or what school you attend. 
My family comes from the Dominican Republic, and I was born in New York City.  

Since 6th grade, I’ve attended Columbia Secondary School, which is a great school. I love how 
not only do they care about the students’ education, but about the students’ well-being.

How long have you participated in Uptown Stories?  
I’ve participated in Uptown Stories for five years.

What spark has Uptown Stories ignited in you?  
Uptown Stories has ignited my passion for poetry, something that I didn’t even know I had. 
Before I started participating in Uptown Stories I would write straight to the point, however,  
I knew that I had so much more to say. Since I started taking Uptown Stories, I realized that 

there are no restrictions to what we write, and to how we write. Unlike in school where I 
was forced to follow certain guidelines even if it is “free writing”, Uptown Stories let me write 

however I wanted to. Because of this, I got to explore more genres, including poetry  
(which I really enjoy), and I got to unleash my creativity. This summer I took a new class with 
them, Horror Unleashed. I didn’t expect to have as much fun with it as I did, mainly because I 

haven’t explored horror in school or even in my free time. However, as the class went on, 
 I realized how fun it was to try something new, and I really enjoyed writing horror and  

getting to add twists and make it how I wanted.

What future opportunity are you looking forward to? 
Right now, my plan is to focus on getting into a good university and to continue my  

passion of reading and writing. Once I am not able to take classes with Uptown Stories 
because of my age, I plan on volunteering with them.

It is an amazing place that is a great example of the open arms I mentioned before.  
I am looking forward to working with the teachers at Uptown Stories in a different way,  

and especially to help the students who are learning that they can take a step out of  
the box at Uptown Stories.

What are you most proud of?  
I am most proud of my work that I have done during my time at Uptown Stories. Uptown Stories 
allowed me to open up, to see things differently, and to share my creativity with more people. 

They’ve helped me grow my spark and to improve it, to make it the best it could be.  
My stories and poems that I’ve written at Uptown Stories are an example of my growth 

and of how much they’ve helped me improve as a writer. 

David Nunez
UPTOWN STORIES

YOUNG
LEADERS 

2022
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What borough do you live in?  
I live in Queens.

Tell us a little about your background and/or what school you attend. 
Growing up in India and then moving to the United States, I was exposed to  

two very different conceptions of democracy. Through social studies classes in 
elementary school or debate team in middle school, I fostered my passion  

for politics and social justice.

How long have you participated in YVote?  
I’m currently a facilitator at YVote and have participated in YVote  

for nearly three years now. 

What spark has YVote ignited in you?  
Through YVote, I’ve learned the value of different perspectives and how to engage 

 in cross-partisan dialogue. Collaborating with other young activists, allies, and 
organizations has enabled me to see the significance of young people’s voices 

 and intergenerational dialogue in action. 

What future opportunity are you looking forward to?  
My participation in YVote has also had a great influence on my intended college and 

career paths, and I look forward to completing the college process and continuing 
my advocacy work after high school. Specifically, working with the Criminal Justice 
Action group since my first year at YVote has grown my interest in and passion for 
criminal justice reform and I hope to further my involvement with criminal justice 

activism over the next few years.

What are you most proud of?  
As a facilitator and participant, I’m proud that YVote has been able to impact our 

community in so many different ways, whether it’s on the larger-scale through policy 
work like the NYC Youth Agenda or on a smaller scale with our Civic Expo  

and various programs. 

Kenisha Mahajan
YVOTE

YOUNG  
LEADERS 

2022
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ANDREW GLOVER YOUTH PROGRAM
ART START

AVENUES FOR JUSTICE
BREAKTHROUGH NY

BROOKLYN YOUTH SPORTS CLUB
CAREERS THROUGH CULINARY ARTS 

PROGRAM
CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION PROGRAM

CHILDREN OF PROMISE NYC
CITYSQUASH, INC.

CODE NATION
COMMUNITY-WORD PROJECT

EAST HARLEM TUTORIAL PROGRAM
EAST NEW YORK URBAN YOUTH CORPS

EDUCATIONAL VIDEO CENTER
EXALT YOUTH

EXTREME KIDS & CREW
FIGURE SKATING IN HARLEM

FOSTER PRIDE
FREE ARTS

FRESH YOUTH INITIATIVES
GENERATION CITIZEN

GIRLS FOR GENDER EQUITY
GIRLS WRITE NOW

GLOBAL ACTION PROJECT
GLOBAL KIDS

GROUNDSWELL COMMUNITY  
MURAL PROJECT

I CHALLENGE MYSELF
IMENTOR

JACOB A. RIIS SETTLEMENT HOUSE
KIANGA HOUSE
KIDS CREATIVE

KINGS AGAINST VIOLENCE INITIATIVE 
(KAVI)

LATINAS ON THE VERGE OF EXCELLENCE 
(L.O.V.E MENTORING)

LEGAL OUTREACH
LOISAIDA

LOVE – LEAVE OUT VIOLENCE
MAKE A BETTER PLACE

NEW YORK CENTER FOR INTERPERSONAL 
DEVELOPMENT

NYC URBAN DEBATE LEAGUE
OPENING ACT

PEOPLE’S THEATRE PROJECT
POWER MY LEARNING

PROJECTART
RECIPROCITY FOUNDATION

RED HOOK COMMUNITY FARMS
RESILIENCE ADVOCACY PROJECT

ROW NEW YORK
SOUTH BRONX UNITED

STOKED
STREETSQUASH

TEAK FELLOWSHIP
THE ANIMATION PROJECT

THE BROTHERHOOD/SISTER SOL
THE DOME PROJECT

THE URBAN DOVE
THORPE FAMILY RESIDENCE

TIME IN CHILDREN’S ARTS INITIATIVE
TRAIL BLAZERS

THE WILLIAM GRANT NEW YORK  
W.E.B. CENTER
UPBEAT NYC

YOUNG ATHLETES, INC.
YOUNG NEW YORKERS

YOUTH ADVOCACY CENTER
YOUTH COMMUNICATION

25

SparkYouth NYC has proudly supported  
the following outstanding youth  

development programs
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ICON
BXP

CBRE
GOODMAN

SQUARE MILE CAPITAL
TURNER CONSTRUCTION COMPANY

CHAMPION
ARNOLD & PORTER

CUSHMAN & WAKEFIELD
DUVAL & STACHENFELD LLP

MELISSA & JEFFREY F. FASTOV
FIDELITY NATIONAL TITLE INSURANCE COMPANY
FRIED, FRANK, HARRIS, SHRIVER & JACOBSON LLP

GREENBERG TRAURIG LLP
MICHELLE & SONNY KALSI

KING & SPALDING
YVETTE & STEVE KOHN

L&L HOLDING COMPANY LLC
MAY AND SAMUEL RUDIN FAMILY  

FOUNDATION, INC.

SPONSOR 
ED ADLER, SILVER EAGLE ADVISORY GROUP

BANK OF AMERICA
ALISON & MARTY BURGER

EY
KEVIN FAXON, SHADOW HILL PARTNERS

FERGUSON PARTNERS
GREYSTONE

GRETA GUGGENHEIM
JAMES HEISTAND, PARKWAY  
PROPERTY INVESTMENTS

KENNETH S. HORN, ALCHEMY PROPERTIES, INC.
JB&B / LANGAN / THORNTON TOMASETTI 

JONES LANG LASALLE  
J.P. MORGAN ASSET MANAGEMENT  

KORN FERRY
CAROL & ROBERT T. LAPIDUS

DAVID W. LEVINSON, L&L HOLDING  
COMPANY LLC

THE MATAYS FAMILY
MICHAEL NASH

THE MOINIAN GROUP
PACIFIC WESTERN BANK

PRITCHARD INDUSTRIES, LLC
QUINN MCCABE LLP

SIGNATURE BANK
SKADDEN, ARPS, SLATE, MEAGHER & FLOM LLP

HILARY SPANN & NOLAN BURKE 
TENER CONSULTING SERVICES

UBS  
WELLS FARGO CORPORATE & INVESTMENT 

BANKING

PATRON
DEAN S. ADLER

ARTEMIS REAL ESTATE PARTNERS
BANK OZK

ALBERT BEHLER, PARAMOUNT GROUP, INC.
BENENSON FOUNDATION

CADWALADER, WICKERSHAM & TAFT LLP
COOPER HOROWITZ LLC

DEAN DAKOLIAS • STEVEN STUART, FORTRESS
EASTDIL SECURED 

ENTERPRISE COMMUNITY PARTNERS
ESTREICH & COMPANY

STEPHEN FARBER, ESQ. • MATTHEW B. CLAY, 
FIRST AMERICAN TITLE INSURANCE COMPANY – 

NATIONAL COMMERCIAL SERVICES 
GRAY FOUNDATION

HODES WEILL & ASSOCIATES
JLL CAPITAL MARKETS

KPF
STEVEN LICHTENFELD, PROSKAUER ROSE LLP

LIGHTSTONE
NEWMARK  

THIERRY PORTÉ
RXR

ADAM R. SCHWARTZ,  
ANGELO, GORDON & CO.

SWATI SHARMA
SITUSAMC

SL GREEN REALTY CORP.
STARWOOD CAPITAL GROUP

STERLING PROJECT DEVELOPMENT
STROOCK & STROOCK & LAVAN LLP

STRUCTURE TONE
JENNIFER & OWEN THOMAS

VINSON & ELKINS LLP
CHARLENE & AARON WELSH
WHEELOCK STREET CAPITAL

BENEFACTOR 
ACORE CAPITAL

ACTIVATE VENTURE PARTNERS
AMAC HOLDINGS LLC

THE ANNETTE M. & THEODORE N. LERNER  
FAMILY FOUNDATION

AVISON YOUNG
BANKUNITED
CAPITAL ONE

CHICAGO TITLE INSURANCE COMPANY

OUR GENEROUS SUPPORTERS
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CORE SPACES
COZEN O’CONNOR
FISHER BROTHERS

GENSLER
GFP REAL ESTATE
GOLDMAN SACHS  

ASSET MANAGEMENT REAL ESTATE
GOLDMAN SACHS & CO. LLC

HOK
HOLLAND & KNIGHT

ANGELA JOHNSON, FIFTH WALL
KELLER AUGUSTA, LLC

KEYBANK REAL ESTATE CAPITAL
A. EUGENE KOHN

NYSSA & CHRIS LEE
LESLIE WOHLMAN HIMMEL FOUNDATION

M&T BANK  
MADISON CAPITAL

MERIDIAN CAPITAL GROUP  
METROPOLITAN COMMERCIAL BANK

JAMES MILLON • TOM TRAYNOR, CBRE
JAY A. NEVELOFF,  

KRAMER LEVIN NAFTALIS & FRANKEL, LLP
OMNI NEW YORK LLC

OXFORD PROPERTIES GROUP
JEFFREY SAMUELS, WILK AUSLANDER LLP
BRUCE SCHONBRAUN • INGRID NOONE,  

FTI CONSULTING INC.
DAVID SCHULMAN

WENDY SILVERSTEIN
STEPHANIE & JP TOPPINO

TWO TREES MANAGEMENT CO., LLC
LOUISE WOLLMAN & GARY STRUTIN 

FRIEND
ELYCE & WILLIAM ABRAHAM

ACKMAN-ZIFF REAL ESTATE GROUP LLC
AARON BEIM

JILL & JAY BERNSTEIN
ADAM BROOKS

CAPALINO
JOHN CARUSO

SHARON & HOWARD CHARLES
CIBC

COLLIERS
JACQUELINE CUTLER

ROBERT DECKEY
REVEREND TIMOTHY DOBBINS 

FILLMORE INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.
FINANCIAL RISK MITIGATION INC.

FOGARTY FINGER
FORST CONSULTING & ARCHITECTURE, PLLC

DONNA & STEVEN HERMAN
HUDSON PACIFIC PROPERTIES

KATTEN MUCHIN ROSENMAN LLP
CHERYL KESSNER

JON KLINE
AMIE & LOUIS KREISBERG

LANDESBANK BADEN-WÜRTTEMBERG
METROPOLITAN REALTY ASSOCIATES LLC

ERIC MULKOWSKY
RYAN NELSON

SUSAN NEWMAN
ISAAC OHEBSHALOM, GATSBY ENTERPRISES

JOHN O’MEARA
RAD & D’APRILE, INC.

ROB RUBANO, CUSHMAN & WAKEFIELD
MITCHELL A. SABSHON,  

INLAND REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT CORPORATION
SAVILLS

BENJAMIN SCHALL
TARA STACOM
DOUG STEINER
JOYCE STORM

JOHN SYM
GIL TENZER

TROUTMAN PEPPER HAMILTON SANDERS LLP
VDA, INC.

BARBARA KOHN WELSH & ROBERT WELSH
WEST POINT PARTNERS
MINDY & GREG WHITE
LLOYD ZUCKERBERG,  

SAMSON INVESTMENT PARTNERS

CONTRIBUTOR  
REBECCA & JOHN BUCCI
CRE FINANCE COUNCIL

GREYSTAR
JEFFREY A. HORWITZ, PROSKAUER ROSE LLP

JP MORGAN
LOUISE KAMINER

THE KLEIN GROUP LLC
DEBRA & CLARK PAGER

PARK TOWER GROUP, LTD.
BABS & MARTIN PERSCHETZ

DEEPAK RAJ
RAYMOND RITCHEY

SENLAC RIDGE PARTNERS, LLC
PATRICIA & ROGER SILVERSTEIN

TALL PINES CAPITAL
KAREN & STUART TANZ 

MIRIAM SHAW WHEELER 
As of September 27, 2022
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At Goodman, we’re committed to making the world a better place  
by partnering with community organizations to make a tangible and 

sustainable difference to people’s lives. We’re proud to support 
SparkYouth NYC and its inspiring work to create opportunities for  

young people in New York City to grow and thrive. 

Congratulations to tonight’s honorees and SparkYouth’s 2022 leaders.

goodman.com

LOGISTICS 
SPACE FOR 

FUTURE 
GENERATIONS
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At Goodman, we’re committed to making the world a better place  
by partnering with community organizations to make a tangible and 

sustainable difference to people’s lives. We’re proud to support 
SparkYouth NYC and its inspiring work to create opportunities for  

young people in New York City to grow and thrive. 

Congratulations to tonight’s honorees and SparkYouth’s 2022 leaders.

goodman.com

LOGISTICS 
SPACE FOR 

FUTURE 
GENERATIONS
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squaremilecapital.com

Congratulations to our colleague

JEFF FASTOV

on his honor from
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L&L Holding Company is proud to
support the efforts of SparkYouth NYC

and their mission to ignite growth in
community-based programs to expand
opportunities for the young people of

New York City.
 
 

Congratulations to this year's honorees, 
 

Jeffrey F. Fastov
Senior Managing Director, Credit Strategies

Square Mile Capital 
 

Hilary Spann
Executive Vice President, New York Region 

BXP
 

Baaba K. Halm
VP & Market Leader, New York

Enterprise Community Partners, Inc.
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THANK YOU FOR THE GREAT WORK 
THAT YOU DO IN SUPPORT 

OF SPARKYOUTH NYC!

STEVE & YVETTE KOHN

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO TONIGHT’S HONOREES 

HILARY SPANN
JEFF FASTOV

and

BAABA HALM 
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555 Madison Avenue  •  6th Floor  •  New York, New York 10022
dsllp.com

We Support  
SparkYouth

of 

NeW York CitY

for itS exCelleNt Work
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AT THE 
CENTER OF
WHAT’S 
NEXT

Cushman & Wakefi eld
is proud to support 
SparkYouth NYC
for its profound and lasting 

infl uence on the lives of the young 
children throughout the city

Congratulations to 
Hilary Spann, Je� rey Fastov and
Baaba Halm on their recognition
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© Arnold & Porter  2022  All Rights Reserved

Amsterdam | Brussels | Chicago | Denver | Houston | London | Los Angeles | Newark
New York | San Francisco | Seoul | Shanghai | Silicon Valley | Washington, DC

Arnold & Porter is proud to 
support SparkYouth NYC  
and we congratulate our friend, 
Jeff Fastov, on receiving the 
Champion for Youth Award.
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Greenberg Traurig is a service mark and trade name of Greenberg Traurig, LLP and Greenberg 
Traurig, P.A.  ©2022 Greenberg Traurig, LLP. Attorneys at Law. All rights reserved. Contact: 
Robert J. Ivanhoe, Gary S. Kleinman or Howard R. Shapiro in New York City 212.801.9200. 
Attorney advertising. °These numbers are subject to fluctuation.  37049

GT_LawGreenberg Traurig, LLP  GT_LawGreenbergTraurigLLP 

WORLDWIDE LOCATIONS

UNITED STATES

EUROPE

ASIA

MIDDLE EAST

LATIN AMERICA

GREENBERG TRAURIG, LLP  |  ATTORNEYS AT LAW  |  2400 ATTORNEYS  |  43 LOCATIONS WORLDWIDE°

GTLAW.COM

2022 USA Real Estate Law Firm of the Year
Chambers USA Awards

One Vanderbilt Avenue | New York, NY 10017 | 212.801.9200

Greenberg Traurig is proud to support the  
2022 SparkYouth NYC Awards Benefit  
and its mission to expand opportunities  
for the young people of New York City.

Congratulations to our client,  
Jeffrey F. Fastov of Square Mile Capital,  
and fellow honoree, Hilary Spann of BXP. 

Our Community,  
Our Responsibility
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No great things in 
life are accomplished 
without great partners.

SparkYouth fortifies  
inspiring community leaders 
that convert the possibility 
of next generations with the 
resources and wisdom needed 
to take flight.

Thank you to all the generous 
supporters of SparkYouth  
that know a great partnership 
when they see one.

MELISSA & JEFF FASTOV
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King & Spalding proudly supports  
SparkYouth NYC, and we join in congratulating 
tonight’s honorees, including our friend 
Jeffrey Fastov of Square Mile Capital.
We salute your dedication to empowering 
youth and expanding opportunities 
for the people of New York City.

kslaw.com

Leading the Way
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Green Oak Ad

BENTALLGREENOAK PROUDLY HONORS THE  
2022 SPARKYOUTH SCHOLARS AND CONGRATULATES 

JEFF FASTOV AND 
HILARY SPANN
RECIPIENTS OF THE CHAMPION FOR YOUTH AWARD

About BentallGreenOak

BentallGreenOak is a leading, global real estate investment management advisor and a globally-
recognized provider of real estate services. BentallGreenOak serves the interests of more than 750 
institutional clients with expertise in the asset management of office, industrial, multi-residential, 
retail and hospitality property across the globe. BentallGreenOak has offices in 28 cities across 
thirteen countries with deep, local knowledge, experience, and extensive networks in the regions 
where we invest in and manage real estate assets on behalf of our clients in primary, secondary and 
co-investment markets. BentallGreenOak is a part of SLC Management, which is the institutional 
alternatives and traditional asset management business of Sun Life.

2022 SparkYouth Journal 4.5x7.5 ad_FINAL.indd   12022 SparkYouth Journal 4.5x7.5 ad_FINAL.indd   1 9/21/22   6:43 PM9/21/22   6:43 PM
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In honor of my  
friend and colleague,

JEFFREY FASTOV
Congratulations  
on receiving the

Champion for Youth Award!

 
DEAN S. ADLER

SY22_Ads.indd   1SY22_Ads.indd   1 8/25/22   12:08 PM8/25/22   12:08 PM
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Kohn Pedersen Fox Associates
Architects & Planners One Vanderbilt

KPF congratulates this year’s 15 young leaders 
as well as the corporate leader honorees and 

Community Impact Award recipient.
We are proud to support SparkYouth NYC and 

the work of those inspiring thousands of 
children throughout the city and beyond. 
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Lightstone 
is proud to support
SparkYouth NYC

And recognize our 
friend and partner,

Jeff Fastov
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The Gray Foundation 
is proud to support 
SparkYouth NYC. 

 
Congratulations to 
tonight’s honorees! 
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Congratulations 
TO DISTINGUISHED HONOREE

Jeffrey Fastov 
Senior Managing Director – Credit Strategies

Square Mile Capital

FOR HIS EXEMPLARY LEADERSHIP AND  

COMMITMENT TO COMMUNITY—

supporting SparkYouth’s mission of igniting growth  

and opportunity in the lives of NYC youth

starwoodcapital.com
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Carol and Robert Lapidus are proud to
support the efforts of SparkYouth NYC

and champion the belief that NYC's
children are the city's most precious

resource and by creating pivotal
opportunities for young people, their
lives can be positively transformed.

 
 

 Congratulations this year's honorees, 
 

Jeffrey F. Fastov
Senior Managing Director, Credit Strategies

Square Mile Capital 

 
 

Hilary Spann
Executive Vice President, New York Region 

BXP
 

Baaba K. Halm
VP & Market Leader, New York

Enterprise Community Partners, Inc.
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J.P. Morgan Asset Management salutes

Hilary Spann & SparkYouth
for seeing farther.

J.P. Morgan Asset Management is the brand for the asset management business of 
JPMorgan Chase & Co. and its affiliates worldwide.

Go as far as you can see. 
Once you get there,  
you’ll be able to see farther.
— J.P. Morgan
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Congratulations to SparkYouth’s 2022 Leaders

WE HONOR YOUR COMMITMENT TO EXPANDING 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE AND LEADING A 

MOVEMENT FOR SOCIAL CHANGE. 

LIFE’S MOST PERSISTENT AND URGENT 
QUESTION IS, WHAT ARE YOU DOING 

FOR OTHERS?
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

INVESTMENT  |  DEVELOPMENT  |  ASSET MANAGEMENT  |  LEASING  |  ACCOUNTING PKY.COM



53

fergusonpartners.com  |  Americas • Europe • Asia Pacific

is a proud sponsor of
SparkYouth and its work
in community-based programs
expanding opportunities for the
youth of New York City.

Congratulations to Champion of Youth Award honorees 

Jeffrey F. Fastov and Hilary Spann 

and Community Impact Award honoree

Baaba K. Halm

Ferguson Partners is the leading talent management and strategic
advisory firm for the global real assets industries.
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Kenneth Horn, Alchemy Properties  
and Alchemy-ABR Investment Partners  

are proud to support  
SparkYouth NYC and its honorees  

on a great event and future successes 

Congratulations to  
Jeffrey Fastov,  
Hilary Spann,  
Baaba Halm 

and the  
City’s Young Leaders!
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We join the entire community honoring:

Hilary Spann, Exec. Vice President 
New York Region, BXP

Jeffrey Fastov, Sr. Managing Director
Credit Strategies, Square Mile Capital

Baaba K. Halm, VP & Market Leader, New York
Enterprise Community Partners, Inc.

Discover the highest regarded 
facility services company and 
the value it adds to your spaces.

212-382-2295
pritchardindustries.com 

Cleanliness, Safety and 
Peace of Mind.

Pritchard Industries proudly 
supports the SparkYouth NYC 
organization in expanding 
opportunities for under- 
resourced young people.
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© 2022 Wells Fargo & Company. All rights reserved. PDS-3830057

Finding a purposeful way to assist one another, turning belief into 

action, and working toward shared goals — these are the driving 

forces that lift up humanity and make a difference, one person 

at a time. 

Wells Fargo is a proud sponsor of SparkYouth NYC Awards 
Benefit, and salutes SparkYouth NYC for its efforts to ignite 

growth in community-based programs to expand opportunities 

for the young people of New York City.

Celebrating an organization  
that makes a difference
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Congratulations 
to 

JEFF,
HILARY

and
BAABA  

for this  
well-deserved  

honor.

Kevin Faxon
Shadow Hill Partners

Silver- Faxon ad SY22.indd   1Silver- Faxon ad SY22.indd   1 9/8/22   5:13 PM9/8/22   5:13 PM
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David and Simone Levinson would like

to congratulate this year's honorees, 

 

Jeffrey F. Fastov
Senior Managing Director, Credit Strategies

Square Mile Capital 

 
 

Hilary Spann
Executive Vice President, New York Region 

BXP

 

Baaba K. Halm
VP & Market Leader, New York

Enterprise Community Partners, Inc.

 

 

The Levinson's are proud to support

the efforts of SparkYouth NYC and

believe investing in young people from

under-resourced communities

transforms lives and creates a better

new York city for all.
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WWW.JBB.COM  |  WWW.THORNTONTOMASETTI.COM
WWW.KPF.COM  |  WWW.LANGAN.COM

Recipient of the Community Impact Award

BAABA K. HALM
Vice President and NY Market Leader

Enterprise Community Partners

and congratulate the

Recipients of the Champion for Youth Award

JEFFREY F. FASTOV
Senior Managing Director, 

Credit Strategies
Square Mile Capital

HILARY SPANN
Executive Vice President, 

New York Region
BXP

are proud to support

SPARKYOUTH NYC AWARDS BENEFIT

FIFTEEN OF OUR CITY’S YOUNG LEADERS

and join in celebrating
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Congratulations 
to tonight’s 
honorees

Jeff Fastov 
Hilary Spann 

and

Baaba Halm

Thank you for your 
steadfast commitment 

in helping to transform 
the lives of New York 

City youth.

Greta Guggenheim

Silver _Guggenheim ad S22.indd   1Silver _Guggenheim ad S22.indd   1 9/12/22   2:09 PM9/12/22   2:09 PM
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Congratulations 
to tonight’s  
honorees

Ed and Cheryl Adler

Qq

Qq

Jeff fastov

Hilary spann
and

BaaBa Halm
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Alison and Marty Burger Alison and Marty Burger 
are proud to supportare proud to support

Spark Youth NYCSpark Youth NYC
and congratulate  the honoreesand congratulate  the honorees

Hilary Spann, Jeff Fastov and Baaba HalmHilary Spann, Jeff Fastov and Baaba Halm
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Bank of America, N.A., Member FDIC.
©2022 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved. GBGM-578-AD  4550912

impact 
lives
Bank of America is proud to support 

SparkYouth NYC. Congratulations to Jeff 

Fastov and Hillary Spann on your well-deserved 

recognition.
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Lori and Mike Nash 
are proud to support 

and congratulates  
the honorees for 
their commitment 
and leadership 
to helping the
youth of 
New York City  



678

Congratulations

to the

Honorees
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SparkYouth 
and honor 
Je� Fastov 
& Hilary Spann 

for their outstanding work 
expanding opportunities for  
NYC youth.

We are proud to support

PACWEST.COM
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Learn more about Greystone by connecting with us or by 
visiting www.greystone.com.

*Based upon combined originations for HUD’s 2021 fiscal year by Greystone 
Servicing Company LLC and Greystone Funding Company LLC

** Primary and Special Servicing combined

GREYSTONE COMPANY HIGHLIGHTS

We Are Proud to Support the

SparkYouth NYC
Awards Benefit

Leader
Top Commercial 
FHA, Fannie Mae 
and Freddie Mac 

Lender

$18.3 B
Loans  

Originated  
in 2021

1,500+
Commercial  
Real Estate  

Experts  
Nationwide
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Skadden proudly 
supports SparkYouth 
NYC and congratulates  
this year’s honorees:  
Jeff Fastov, Hilary Spann  
and Baaba Halm.  

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP and Affiliates

Beijing 

Boston 

Brussels 

Chicago 

Frankfurt 

Hong Kong 

Houston 

London 

Los Angeles 

Munich 

New York 

Palo Alto 

Paris 

São Paulo 

Seoul 

Shanghai 

Singapore 

Tokyo 

Toronto 

Washington, D.C. 

Wilmington 

 skadden.com
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Exceed
   potential
Be more
   than



72

© UBS 2022. All rights reserved. 

When people work together, great things can happen to 
change lives and help communities to thrive.

UBS Global Banking and Wealth Management proudly 
support SparkYouth NYC.

A warm congratulations to Champion for Youth Award 
Honorees – Jeffrey Fastov & Hilary Spann – and 
Community Impact Award Honoree – Baaba Halm!

It’s the best way to make a difference

Collaboration
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   www.signatureny.com                                                    Member FDIC

Alan Roth
Managing Group Director – Senior Vice President

646-746-8971 

ARoth@signatureny.com 

 

is happy to support 

SparkYouth NYC 

in all of their great endeavors. 

Congratulations 

to this year’s honorees. 

Joseph E. Fingerman
Managing Group Director - Senior Vice President  

631-861-2208 

JFingerman@signatureny.com
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THE  

MATAYS  
FAMILY 
PROUDLY  

SUPPORTS

SparkYouth NYC
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Quinn McCabe LLP   Counselors at Law
The Legal Foundation for Building Success

9 East 40th Street, 14th Floor, New York, NY 10016
T: 212.447.5500  |  F: 212.447.5501  |  quinnmccabe.com

CONGRATULATES

JEFFREY FASTOV

AND

HILARY SPANN,
THE RECIPIENTS OF THE CHAMPION 

FOR YOUTH AWARD

AND

BAABA HALM,
THE RECIPIENT OF THE COMMUNITY 

IMPACT AWARD

AND

 THE FIFTEEN AMAZING
YOUNG LEADERS

Q U I N N  M C C A B E
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oxfordproperties.com

Oxford Properties is proud to support 
SparkYouth NYC and their efforts to 
transform the lives of New York youth.

Oxford 
Properties
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Kramer Levin and Jay Neveloff

are pleased to support 

SparkYouth NYC

and congratulate

Jeffrey F. Fastov 

Hilary Spann

Baaba K. Halm

and the 15 NYC Young Leaders.
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www.hklaw.com

New York, NY  |  212.513.3200

Copyright © 2022 Holland & Knight LLP All Rights Reserved

Holland & Knight is proud to support  

SparkYouth NYC  

and its 2022 Awards Benefit.  

We congratulate the 2022 honorees for 
their many contributions to the community 
and to the young people of New York City.
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430 PARK AVENUE, 15TH FLOOR 

NEW YORK, NY 10022

(212) 759-9001

WWW.MCAPNY.COM

Madison Capital is pleased to support  
the team at SparkYouth NYC. 

We join in honoring our dear friends  
 Jeff Fastov and Hilary Spann   

and congratulations to Baaba Halm.
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WWWIIILLLKKK   AAAUUUSSSLLLAAANNNDDDEEERRR   LLLLLLPPP      
 

is proud to support 
 

SparkYouth NYC 
 

and 
 

congratulates 
 

JEFFREY F. FASTOV 
HILARY SPANN 

BAABA K. HALM 
& 

OUR CITY’S YOUNG 
LEADERS 
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 Bright  
 Futures
Vinson & Elkins is proud to sponsor the SparkYouth NYC 
Awards Benefit. We salute your long-standing commitment 
to transform the lives of young people, leading to brighter 
futures. By investing in leaders and emerging organizations, 
you build a stronger community and expand possibilities, 
creating a better New York City for all of us.

Ignite Growth

 velaw.com

Vinson & Elkins LLP  Attorneys at Law  Austin  Dallas  Dubai  Houston  London   
Los Angeles  New York  Richmond  Riyadh  San Francisco  Tokyo  Washington 
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Congratulations 
to  

Jeffrey, Hilary  
and Baaba  

on this  
well-deserved  

Honor.

Charlene and 
Aaron Welsh

Patron Welsh ad S22.indd   1Patron Welsh ad S22.indd   1 9/10/22   2:44 PM9/10/22   2:44 PM
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Grove Street 
Congratulates 2022 Honoree

Jeff Fastov
Senior Managing Director

Square Mile Capital

& Board Member 
Greta Guggenheim

Thank You, SparkYouth, for transforming lives.
www.grove-st.com

Grove Street provides due diligence and underwriting services for lenders. 
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We are proud to support 
SparkYouth NYC, and we

congratulate tonight’s honorees 
for their dedication in championing 

New York City’s youth.

New York | Miami | Los Angeles | Washington, D.C.

www.stroock.com

Good People. Great Results. Innovating Since 1876.
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EASTDIL  
SECURED
is proud to support

www.eastdilsecured.com
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We are proud to support  
SparkYouth NYC

Congratulations to Hilary Spann, Jeffrey F. Fastov,  
Baaba K. Halm, and all of NYC’s Young Leaders!

structuretone.com/community

Part of the STO Building Group family of companies • 330 West 34th Street, New York, New York 10001
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CONGRATULATIONS 
TO 

TONIGHT’S 

HONOREES
JEFF FASTOV

HILARY SPANN
BAABA HALM

S22 Wheelock ad K.indd   1S22 Wheelock ad K.indd   1 9/27/22   10:40 AM9/27/22   10:40 AM
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Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft LLP
www.cadwalader.com 

WE ARE PROUD TO SUPPORT  
SparkYouth NYC and its commitment  

to transforming the lives of underserved  

New York City children.

Congratulations to tonight’s honorees:  

Jeff Fastov, Hilary Spann and Baaba Halm



94



95



96



97

New York  |  Denver  |  Hong Kong  |  London  |  Amsterdam

Hodes Weill & Associates
is proud to support SparkYouth NYC 
and congratulates this year’s honorees:  
Jeffrey F. Fastov, Hilary Spann and Baaba K. Halm 
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Benenson Capital Partners & 

The Frances and 

Benjamin Benenson Foundation 

proudly support

SPARKYOUTH

and congratulate

JEFFREY F. FASTOV, 
HILARY SPANN
& BAABA HALM

964474421 BNC - SparkYouth Journal Ad - 2021_V2.indd   1964474421 BNC - SparkYouth Journal Ad - 2021_V2.indd   1 9/21/22   9:45 AM9/21/22   9:45 AM
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For 40 years, we’ve worked 
toward one mission: to make 

home and community places of 
pride, power and belonging.

Enterprise is proud to sponsor 
the SparkYouth gala and 

congratulates Baaba Halm on 
her Community Impact Award.

enterprisecommunity.org
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622 Third Avenue
New York, NY 10017

(212) 986-8400
www.cooper-horowitz.com

Congratulations to SparkYouth NYC, the

honorees and award recipients of this 

year’s benefit and also to the young 

leaders of this great organization.
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- Honoring -  

Jeffrey Fastov
Senior Managing Director, Credit Strategies 

SQUARE MILE CAPITAL

JLL Capital Markets
I S  P R O U D  TO  S P O N S O R  T H E

Awards 
Benef it

NYC

jll.com

©2022 Jones Lang LaSalle IP, Inc. All rights reserved
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Excellence. Year a�er year.
Bank OZK and its Real Estate Specialties Group (RESG) are 
pleased to support SparkYouth NYC and its mission to enrich 
the lives of New York City children. Congratulations to Je  
Fastov and Hilary Spann, honorees of the Champion for 
Youth Award, and to all the young leaders recognized 
for transforming the future of NYC. 

ozk.com  |  Member FDIC
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Fortress Investment Group
Proudly Supports

SparkYouth 

Thank you to tonight’s  
honorees for your dedication 

 to empowering NYC youth

Fortress ad _SY22.indd   1Fortress ad _SY22.indd   1 9/12/22   12:57 PM9/12/22   12:57 PM
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Proskauer is a leading law firm, providing a wide range of legal services  to clients 
worldwide. To learn more about the firm, visit Proskauer.com.

 Proskauer Rose LLP | Eleven Times Square, New York, NY 10036-8299 | 212.969.3000 | Attorney Advertising

is proud to support  
SparkYouth NYC on it’s 
2022 Awards Benefit and joins 
in congratulating this year’s 
honorees, Jeffrey F. Fastov, 
Hilary Spann, Baaba K. Halm 
and Fifteen of the City’s 
Young Leaders
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One partner 
to power your
entire real estate
business
From origination and securitization
support to servicing and asset
management to real estate and debt
valuations, SitusAMC is the one partner
that can power the entire lifecycle of your
commercial real estate finance activity. 

Learn more at situsamc.com
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WE PROUDLY SUPPORT 
THE ACTING COMPANY

IN HONORING
CELEBRATE OUR 50TH YEAR

GFPRE PROUDLY 
SUPPORTS SPARKYOUTH 

 
JEFF FASTOV, HILARY SPANN & BAABA K . HALM

in honoring
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ACORE Capital  

is proud to support the 

SparkYouth NYC 
Awards Benefit 

2022.
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OOMMNNII  NNEEWW  YYOORRKK  LLLLCC  
would like to congratulate the Honorees & 

SSppaarrkkYYoouutthh  
for their hard work and the positive impact  

they have for the young people of New York City 
 

909 THIRD AVENUE, 21st Floor   NEW YORK, NY  10022   646-502-7200   
 www.onyllc.com  
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The Lerner Family is
proud to support the

SparkYouth NYC
2022 Awards Benefit

Thank you Jeffrey F. Fastov, 
Hilary Spann, Baaba K. Halm, 

and the 15 Young Leaders
we are celebrating today.
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CONGRATULATES  

Hilary Spann  
Champion for Youth Award Honoree

and all of the SparkYouth 2022  
honorees and award recipients

hok .com



M&T Bank is proud to support SparkYouth NYC.

Equal⁻ousing⁻ender⁻©⁻T⁻Bankember⁻DC⁻

Getting involved
is important.
At M&T Bank, we know how important it is to support those 
organifiations that make life better in our communities. 
That’s why we offer our time and resources, and encourage 
others to do the same. Learn more at mtb.com/community.
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is proud  
to support

Benefactor - Goldman Sachs ad _SY22.indd   1Benefactor - Goldman Sachs ad _SY22.indd   1 9/21/22   11:08 AM9/21/22   11:08 AM



116



117

CREATING FINANCIAL TOOLS 
THAT ENRICH LIVES, INSPIRED 
BY OUR PARTNER IN IMPACT: 
SPARKYOUTH NYC

See how we’re helping our communities thrive 
at capitalone.com/about
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We Salute You!

BankUnited is proud to support

SparkYouth

Thank you for your continued
efforts to serve the many

children in our community.
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© 2022 Cozen O’Connor

Menachem J. Kastner, Member 
(212) 453-3811 | mkastner@cozen.com

800 attorneys | 32 offices | cozen.com

Cozen O’Connor 
proudly supports 
SparkYouth NYC.

Congratulations  
Hilary Spann, 

Executive  
Vice President,  

New York  
Region BXP.
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I am proud 
to support 

SparkYouth NYC
and wish to 

congratulate  
all of this  

evening’s honorees

Wendy SilverStein
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Accelerating success.

 
Colliers acknowledges SparkYouth’s 
efforts of providing opportunities 
that boost the success of local  
programs and accelerate the 
growth of our city’s youth.

Colliers supports
SparkYouth NYC.
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In honor of
Richard Wagman,
Partner and Friend,
and the important work of

Samson 
Investment 
Partners
Lloyd Zuckerberg
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Mitchell A. Sabshon 
Inland Real Estate Investment Corporation

to my friend and former 
colleague, Jeffrey Fastov, on 

this well-deserved honor. 

Delivering value to investors for more than 50 years, The Inland Real Estate Group of 
Companies, Inc. is an industry leader and one of the nation’s largest commercial real estate 
and finance organizations. Inland Real Estate Investment Corporation serves as sponsor and 

manager for Inland’s real estate investments and income solution programs.
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CONGRATULATIONS  
from 

Rad & D’Aprile, Inc.
Mason Contractors

Andrew H. Feldman, C.P.A.
President

Tel: (516) 826-9218
Cell: (516) 375-9194

andrew@raddaprile.com
2128 Bellmore Avenue

Bellmore, NY 11710-5606

SY22_halfs.indd   2SY22_halfs.indd   2 8/24/22   1:32 PM8/24/22   1:32 PM

Sym Real Estate Law LLC 
 is proud to support  

the efforts of SparkYouth 
and its Champions, 

Hilary and Jeff.

Sym Real eState law llc

SY22_halfs.indd   1SY22_halfs.indd   1 8/24/22   1:33 PM8/24/22   1:33 PM
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Congratulations to both Jeffrey Fastov & Hilary Spann 

recipients of the 2022 Champion for Youth Award, Baaba 

Halm on receiving the 2022 Community Impact Award and 

Fifteen of New York City’s young leaders. Your commitment 

to this outstanding organization, will bring about the 

brighter tomorrow our future generations need.

Rob Rubano - View Chairman
Cushman & Wakefield - Debt & Structured Finance
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Fillmore Insurance Agency, Inc.
Supports

SparkYouth NYC  

Congratulations and Continued Success! 

WWW.FILLMOREINSURANCE.COM

WOULD LIKE TO THANK  
SCHWARTZ, SLADKUS, REICH, 

GREENBERG, ATLAS LLP  
FOR THEIR CONTINUED SUPPORT 

AND GENEROSITY





Championing  
the Youth of NYC 
CBRE is proud to support SparkYouth and their 
efforts to create community-based programs to 
expand opportunities for the young people in NYC. 
We congratulate tonight’s honorees for inspiring the 
youth of NYC. 

cbre.com
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